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Decision Statement 

Executive summary 

Following the examination of the Stewkley Neighbourhood Plan, this Decision Statement 

sets out the modifications to the Plan which have been proposed by the Examiner in the 

Examiner’s report, the decision to proceed to referendum and the area for the referendum. 

1. Introduction 

1.1. Under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and the 

Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) and all other 

relevant legislation, Buckinghamshire Council (“the Council”) has a statutory duty to 

consider the Stewkley Neighbourhood Plan following its examination. Pursuant to 

the Buckinghamshire Council constitution and in particular2.18a page 193, the 

Corporate Director or Directors with Responsibility for Planning are responsible for 

making decisions relating to neighbourhood planning. 

2. Background 

2.1. The Stewkley Neighbourhood Plan (the Neighbourhood Plan) relates to the 

Neighbourhood Area that was designated by the former Aylesbury Vale District 

Council on 4th May 2016. This area is coterminous with the Stewkley Parish 

boundary and is entirely within the Local Planning Authority Area. Stewkley Parish 

Council is the designated qualifying body for thePlan. 

2.2. Stewkley Parish Council undertook pre‐submission consultation on the draft Plan 

in accordance with Regulation 14 between 17 June – 28 July 2019. 

2.3. Following the submission of the Stewkley Neighbourhood Plan to the Council on 

28th March 2020, along with supporting documents, there was a delay caused by 

the Covid 19 pandemic and the uncertainty caused by this and restrictions on 

public consultation. Buckinghamshire Council publicised the Neighbourhood Plan 

for a six‐week period on 9th November 2020, and representations were invited in 

accordance with regulation 16. The consultation ended on the 20 December 2020. 
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Decision Statement 

3. Independent examination 

3.1. The Council, with the agreement of the Stewkley Parish Council, appointed Mr 

Andrew S Freeman BSc (Hons) DipTP DipEM FRTPI to undertake the examination of 

the Stewkley Neighbourhood Plan and to prepare a report of the independent 

examination. 

3.2. The Examiner decided to deal with the Neighbourhood Plan via written 

representations and made a site visit of the Parish on 9th June 2021. 

3.3. The Examiner’s report was received on 8th July 2021. The report concludes that, 

subject to making the modifications recommended by the Examiner, the Plan meets 

the basic conditions set out in the legislation and should proceed to a 

Neighbourhood Planning Referendum. The Examiner also recommended that the 

referendum area should be based on the designated Stewkley Neighbourhood Area 

which is the same as the Stewkley Parish area. 

3.4. Following receipt of the Examiner’s report an error was found in the text of the report in 

relation to a proposed modification. While the necessary change was discussed it was 

incorrectly referenced as PM2 not PM3and no wording for the proposed modification was 

listed in the schedule of proposed modifications. Stewkley Parish also requested that the name 

of one of the local green spaces referred to in the plan and in the examiner’s report was 

amended to better describe the area concerned. As a result, the examiner issued a revised 

report on 5th August, however, as the changes are regarded to be non‐substantive corrections 

this doesn’t alter the original date of receipt of the Examiner’s report 

4. Initial Decision 

4.1. The Council has reviewed the Examiner’s report and concludes that the 

modifications proposed by the Examiner are valid in that they meet the Basic 

Conditions. 
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Decision Statement 

4.2. The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) requires 

under Regulation 18 for the Local Planning Authority to outline what action to take 

in response to the recommendations of an Examiner made in a report under 

paragraph 10 of Schedule 4A to the 1990 Act (as applied by Section 38A of the 2004 

Act) in relation to a Neighbourhood Plan. The Regulations (13) provide that where 

the Council disagrees with the Examiner’s decision made in his report the Council 

has to re‐consult, however this provision is not engaged in this instance for the 

reasons set out in Annex 1. 

4.3. Having considered each of the recommendations made by the Examiner in his report 

and the reasons for them, the Council, has decided to accept the Examiner’s 

modifications to the Neighbourhood Plan. The Parish Councillors have accepted the 

examiners recommendations and that the neighbourhood plan referendum version 

should be the submitted Neighbourhood Plan as modified by the Examiner. 

4.4. The Examiner recommended that the Neighbourhood Plan should proceed to a 

referendum subject to the modifications being made, and that the referendum area 

should be the designated Stewkley Neighbourhood Area which is the same area as 

Stewkley Parish. 

4.5. Annex 1 below outlines the Plan Modifications made to the Plan under paragraph 

12(6) of Schedule 4B to the 1990 Act (as applied by Section 38A of the 2004 Act) in 

response to each of the Examiner’s recommendations and the justification for this. 

4.6. The Council is satisfied that subject to those modifications which it considers should 

be made to the Plan as set out in Annex 1 below, the Plan meets the Basic 

Conditions set out in paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B of the Town and Country 

Planning Act 1990, is compatible with the Convention Rights and complies with the 

provision made by or under 61E(2), 61J and 61L of the said Act. 

4.7. As a result of the above, the Plan as modified should proceed to Referendum. 

4.8. The date for the referendum will be set in due course. 
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5. Other information 

5.1. The Independent Examiner’s Report and the Stewkley Neighbourhood Plan and 

supporting documents can be viewed on the Council’s website: 

https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/stewkley‐neighbourhood‐plan 

5.2. Paper copies will be made available as soon as practicable at the Council’s 

office at 

The Gateway Gatehouse Road Aylesbury Buckinghamshire HP19 8FF 

Financial and Legal Implications 

Financial – there are no significant costs, other than officer time, involved in the consideration of the 

Examiners recommendations. However, significant costs will arise from the decision to allow the plan to 

proceed to referendum. The costs of organising and holding the referendum are borne by the Council. 

The Government provides grant funding should a neighbourhood plan be produced and the Council 

determines that the plan should proceed to a referendum. The grant is intended to cover the costs of 

the referendum and contribute to the additional costs to the council of providing neighbourhood plan 

support. The grant is available per neighbourhood plan. However, it should be borne in mind that the 

Government could amend the neighbourhood grants scheme or end the grants at any time. 

Legal – as explained above the Council is legally required to consider the recommendations within a 

neighbourhood plan examiner’s report and come to a decision on each recommendation. 
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Delegated authority 

The Council’s Scheme of Delegations to Officers contained at Part I paragraphs 2.10 and 2.18a of the 

Council’s Constitution authorises the Director of Planning and Environment to determine all decisions 

relating to neighbourhood planning. 

Exercise of Delegated Authority 

I, Steve Bambrick, Director of Planning and Environment having consulted the Cabinet Member for Planning 

and Enforcement on 9th August 2021 agree the above recommendation. 

Signed: 

Dated: 09/08/21 

Steve Bambrick 

Director of Planning and Environment. 

Background papers 

Stewkley Neighbourhood Plan Examiners Report 

Stewkley Neighbourhood Plan – submission version 
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