
Buckinghamshire Council Memorial Service 
for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury
Saturday, 17 September 2022

3pm



Welcome to St Mary’s Church in Aylesbury where we have gathered  
today to remember Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. We are joined this 
afternoon by representatives from across the Buckinghamshire community.

No words can embody how much we owe Her Late Majesty The Queen. 
She will be profoundly and greatly missed. Our prayers are with the Royal 
Family at this time.

In April 1947, Her Majesty said: “I declare before you all that my whole life 
whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your service... But I shall not 
have strength to carry out this resolution alone unless you join in it with 
me, as I now invite you to do: I know that your support will be unfailingly 
given. God help me to make good my vow, and God bless all of  you who 
are willing to share in it.”

We all know that she delivered this promise and today we join together to 
give thanks for her long and remarkable life, and above all for her faithful 
devotion to this nation and the Royal family.

I welcome you to join me following this service at the Discover Bucks 
Museum, Aylesbury for light refreshments. 

Cllr Dev Dhillon, Chairman of  Buckinghamshire Council



Order of  Service 

The Congregation is piped into church by Mr Neil Esslemont
Flowers of  the Forest 

Welcome to St Mary’s Church
Father Doug Zimmerman

All stand 

Entry of  the Processions
Prelude on Rhosymedre 

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Short silence

Remain standing



All sing

Hymn 
 

O God, Our Help In Ages Past

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home;

Under the shadow of  thy throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is thine arm alone, 

And our defence is sure.
Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting thou art God, 
To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in thy sight 
Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 

They fly forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Be thou our guard while troubles last, 
And our eternal home.

Isaac Watts (1674 -1748)

Remain standing



The Bidding 

Bishop of  Buckingham, Right Reverend Dr. Alan Wilson

We gather today to mourn the death of  our Sovereign Lady,  
Queen Elizabeth the Second.

We remember her long life spent in the service of  this country 
and of  her Commonwealth realms around the world.
 
We give thanks for a life of  devotion to God, her Creator, 
Redeemer and Sustainer, and of  devotion to all her people.

As we call to mind the promise made at her Coronation that 
her judgements should be guided by Law, Justice and Mercy, 
we rejoice in her unfailing dedication to this calling.

We celebrate her love for her family, her commitment to duty, 
and her desire to foster unity and concord throughout the 
Commonwealth.

We pray for the Royal Family, as they mourn their loss.

We pray too for our most gracious Sovereign Lord, The King, 
that placing all his trust in God, he too may rule over us in peace 
with justice and compassion.
We gather up our prayers, in the words Jesus taught his friends.

Remain standing



Lord’s Prayer 

all join in praying the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit



First Lesson

Cllr Dev Dhillon, Chairman of  Buckinghamshire Council

The Spirit of  the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of  the Lord’s favour,
and the day of  vengeance of  our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of  ashes,
the oil of  gladness instead of  mourning,
the mantle of  praise instead of  a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of  righteousness,
the planting of  the Lord, to display his glory.   

Isaiah 61:1-3



Reading 

Imam Abdul Dayan
Imam of  Aylesbury Mosque and Head of  Chaplaincy Young Offenders Aylesbury

Good afternoon and peace be unto you. It is an honour to be among you.
I wish to convey my profound condolences and deep sympathies to all 
who have been affected by the passing of  Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, 
especially every member of  the Royal Family. 

May the Lord Most High comfort the ailing hearts of  all whose hearts were 
touched by her life and feel the vacuum by left by her death.

In the Name of  God - the Most Merciful, Most Compassionate 
All praise belongs to God - Lord of  all worlds, 
the Most Merciful, Most Compassionate
Master of  the Day of  Judgment.
You alone we worship and You alone we ask for help. 
Guide us along the Straight Path, 
The path of  those You have blessed
- not those You are displeased with, or those who are astray.
Amen

In the Name of  God - the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful.
Blessed is He in whose hand is dominion, and He is over all things,  
most competent. 

He who created death and life to test you as to which of  you is 
best in deed - and He is the Exalted in Might, the Forgiving.



Second Lesson

Cllr Martin Tett, leader of  Buckinghamshire Council

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; 
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away, 
and there was no more sea. 
And I, John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of  heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a great voice out of  heaven saying,
‘Behold, the Tabernacle of  God is with men.
And He will dwell with them;
And they shall be his people,
and God himself  shall be with them;
And be their God.
And God shall wipe all tears from their eyes.
And there shall be no more death neither sorrow, nor crying,
Neither shall there be any more pain; 
for the former things are passed away.’ 
And he that sat upon the throne said, 
‘Behold, I make all things new.’ 
And he said unto me, 
‘Write; for these words are true and faithful.’ 
And he said to me, ‘It is done! 
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. 
I will give unto him that is athirst 
Of  the fountain of  the water of  life, freely.
He that overcometh shall inherit all things,
And I will be his God,
And he shall be my son.’           

Revelation 21:1-7

All stand



All sing 

Hymn
 

The Lord’s My Shepherd

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me down to lie

In pastures green; he leadeth me
The quiet waters by.

My soul he doth restore again, 
And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of  righteousness, 
E’en for his own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill:

For thou art with me, and thy rod
And staff  me comfort still.

My table thou hast furnished 
In presence of  my foes;

My head thou dost with oil anoint, 
And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surly follow me;

And in God’s house for evermore 
My dwelling-place shall be.

Scottish Psalter 1650

All sit



Tribute

The Countess Howe, HM Lord-Lieutenant

Reflection

The Lark Ascending (1914)  
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

Anna Curzon - violin 
Alex Flood - piano

 
Short silence

Prayers

The Revd Canon John Beirne

Merciful Father and Lord of  all life, we praise you that we are made in 
your image and reflect your truth and light. We thank you for the life 
of  our late Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth, for the love she received 
from you and showed among us. Above all, we rejoice at your gracious 
promise to all your servants, living and departed, that we shall rise again 
at the coming of  Christ. And we ask that in due time we may share with 
your servant Elizabeth that clearer vision promised to us in the same 
Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen.

Almighty God, Father of  all mercies and giver of  all comfort: deal 
graciously, we pray, with all who mourn, the members of  the Royal 
Family, this Nation and all the Nations of  the Commonwealth, 
that casting all our care on you, we may know the consolation 
of  your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All   Amen.



Reading

Pastor John Harbour (King’s Church High Wycombe)

I see myself  now at the end of  my journey, my toilsome days are ended. 
I am going now to see that head that was crowned with thorns, and that 
face that was spit upon for me.

I have formerly lived by hearsay and faith but now I go where  
I shall live by sight, and shall be with him in whose company  
I delight myself.

I have loved to hear my Lord spoken of; and wherever I have 
seen the print of  his shoe in the earth, there I have coveted to  
set my foot too.

His name to me has been as a civet-box; yea, sweeter than all perfume. 
His voice to me has been most sweet; and his countenance 
I have more desired than they that have most desired the light of  
the sun. His word I did use to gather for my food, and for antidotes 
against my faintings. ‘He has held me, and hath kept me from mine 
iniquities; yea, my steps hath he strengthened in his way.’

Glorious it was to see how the open region was filled with horses 
and chariots, with trumpeters and pipers, with singers and players on 
stringed instruments, to welcome the Pilgrims as they went up, 
and followed one another in at the beautiful gate of  the city.            

John Bunyan (1628-88) Pilgrim’s Progress, 1678



Anthem

I sat down under his shadow
Sung by the St. Giles Consort

I sat down under his shadow with great delight,
and his fruit was sweet to my taste.
He brought me to the banqueting house,
and his banner over me was love.  

Edward Bairstow, (1874-1946), 1926, Song of  Solomon 2:3-4

All stand

Commendation

The Revd Canon Rosie Harper

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace
according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen
thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared
before the face of  all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles
and to be the glory of  thy people Israel 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.

Nunc Dimittis (Luke 2.29-32)

Remain standing



Commendation

Bishop of  Buckingham, Right Reverend Dr. Alan Wilson

Lord Jesus, our redeemer,
You willingly gave yourself  up to death,
so that all might be saved and pass from death to life.
By dying you unlocked the gates of  life
for all those who believe in you.

So we commend your faithful servant Elizabeth
into your arms of  mercy,
believing that, with sins forgiven,
she will share a place of  happiness, light and peace
in the kingdom of  your glory for ever.

All   Amen.

Rest eternal grant unto her, O Lord.

All   and let light perpetual shine upon her.

May she rest in peace.

All   and rise in glory.

Remain standing



Prayer for the Sovereign

Alexander Boswell DL, HM Vice Lord-Lieutenant

Almighty God, we give you thanks for Charles your servant and our 
King, for his devotion to his family, nation and Commonwealth and to 
the earth, our fragile home. We thank you for his faith in you and his 
love for all peoples and for his call to be our sovereign in such a time as 
this. 

Bless and protect Charles in all the years to come, grant him long to 
reign over us and give him gifts of  wisdom and discernment as together 
we face the opportunities and challenges of  our age. Bless Camilla the 
Queen Consort, William, Prince of  Wales, and all the Royal Family in 
this time of  mourning and of  change.

May we all abide in your love, draw strength from the deep wells of  
Christian hope and dedicate ourselves afresh to God’s kingdom of  
justice and peace.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All   Amen.

Remain standing



All sing

Hymn
Praise, My Soul, The King of  Heaven

Praise, my soul, the King of  heaven;
To his feet thy tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven. 
who like me his praise should sing? 

Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise the everlasting King!

Praise him for his grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress;

Praise him still the same forever, 
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him! Praise him! 

Glorious in his faithfulness.

Father-like he tends and spares us; 
Well our feeble frame he knows; 
In his hands he gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes. 

Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him! Praise him! 

Widely as his mercy flows.

Angels, help us to adore him; 
Ye behold him face to face;

Sun and moon bow down before him,
Dwellers all in time and space.

Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise with us the God of  grace!

H. F. Lyte (1793-1847)

Remain standing



Concluding Prayer and Blessing

Bishop of  Buckingham, Right Reverend Dr. Alan Wilson

Bring us, O Lord God, at our last awakening 
into the house and gate of  heaven: 
to enter into that gate and dwell in that house, 
where there shall be no darkness nor dazzling, 
but one equal light 
no noise nor silence, but one equal music 
no fears nor hopes, but one equal possession 
no ends nor beginnings, but one equal eternity 
in the habitation of  thy glory and dominion, 
world without end.

All   Amen.

God grant to the living, grace;
to the departed, rest;
to the Church, the King,
the Commonwealth, and all people,
peace and concord;
and to us all his servants, life everlasting;
and the blessing of  God Almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you and remain with you always.

All   Amen.

Remain standing



All sing

The National Anthem
God save our gracious King 
Long live our noble King, 

God save the King.
Send him victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 

Long to reign over us:
God save the King.

Thy choicest gifts in store 
On him be pleased to pour, 

Long may he reign.
May he defend our laws, 
And give us ever cause,

To sing with heart and voice
God save the King.

J. S. BACH (1685-1759)
Fantasia in C minor (BWV 532)

We request all guests remain standing until 
the Procession has departed.






