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1. Introduction 

1.1 This chapter introduces the SA and the Hollands Farm Development Brief SPD 
and provides an overview of the SA work undertaken to date. 

The requirement for SA 

1.2 AECOM has been commissioned to undertake an independent Sustainability 
Appraisal (SA) incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in 
support of the emerging Hollands Farm Development Brief, which has now 
become an adopted Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).   

1.3 SA is a mechanism for considering and communicating the impacts of an 
emerging plan, and potential alternatives in terms of key sustainability issues.  
The aim of SA is to inform and influence the plan-making process with a view to 
avoiding and mitigating negative impacts and maximising the positives.   

1.4 SA is undertaken to address the procedures prescribed by the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the SEA 
Regulations).  SA (incorporating SEA) is a legal requirement for Local Plans; 
however, an SPD is not a Local Plan and SA is not therefore legally required. 

1.5 The requirement for SEA was identified through a Habitats Regulation 
Assessment (HRA) Screening Opinion, verified by AECOM.  The Council 
concluded following the HRA screening that the SPD requires an Appropriate 
Assessment, to assess the effects of the proposals and measures contained 
within the SPD that relate to the development of Hollands Farm.  This includes 
the proposed mitigation of effects on Burnham Beeches Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC).  Given the need for Appropriate Assessment the Council 
also concluded that SEA should be carried out in line with Regulation 5 (3) of 
the SEA Regulations.   

1.6 However, the Council never considered that the SPD would be likely to have 
significant effects on the environment that have not already been the subject of 
assessment through the SA of the Wycombe District Local Plan.  While there is 
no requirement for a Sustainability Appraisal to be carried out, the Council 
considers that it would be appropriate in this case, to demonstrate clear links 
with the SA process carried out for the adopted Wycombe District Local Plan.   

1.7 An SA (incorporating the requirements of SEA) has therefore been carried out 
for the SPD. 

The Development Brief 

1.8 The purpose of the development brief is to provide further detail and guidance 
on the future sustainable development of the Hollands Farm site in Bourne End 
- specifically in relation to Policy BE2 (Hollands Farm) of the adopted Wycombe 
District Local Plan (WDLP) (August 2019).  Following adoption, the SPD will be 
a material consideration in planning decisions but will not be a part of the 
WDLP. 

1.9 The Hollands Farm site is located towards the south of Bourne End between 
Hawks Hill and Wessex Road.  The 23.7 hectare greenfield has an indicative 
capacity of 467 homes. 
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Background 

1.10 SA has been undertaken alongside the development of the Hollands Farm 
Development Brief SPD.  SA scoping was undertaken in 2020 and a Scoping 
Report (May 2020) was released for consultation with the statutory consultees1 
over the period 26th May to 20th June 2020. 

1.11 An SA Report was subsequently produced which assessed the draft 
Development Brief and alternatives.  The SA Report (July 2020) was presented 
to the public alongside the draft Development Brief for consultation in 2020. 

1.12 The SA Report was then updated following consideration of consultation 
responses and any subsequent changes to the Development Brief.  The final 
SA Report (June 2021) was made available for the Council’s consideration of 
formal adoption of the Hollands Farm Development Brief SPD. 

This SA Adoption Statement 
1.13 This SA Adoption Statement seeks to conclude on the SA process.  This report 

sets out how the SA process has informed and influenced the development of 
the Hollands Farm Development Brief SPD, how consultation responses have 
been considered and the suggested monitoring measures. 
 

 

 
1 Natural England, Historic England and the Environment Agency. 
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2. How the SA process has informed 
and influenced the development of 
the Hollands Farm Development 
Brief SPD 

2.1 This chapter details how the SA process has informed and influenced the 
development of the Hollands Farm Development Brief SPD. 

2.2 The SA process has informed and influenced the Hollands Farm Development 
Brief SPD throughout its development.  Reflecting this, two key SA documents 
have been prepared and updated, these are: 

• The SA Scoping Report, May 2020.  Undertaken at an early evidence 
gathering stage and agreed with statutory consultees over the period 26th 
May 2020 to 20th June 2020. 

• The SA Report.  The first iteration of the SA Report was produced in July 
2020 and presented to the public alongside the draft Hollands Farm 
Development Brief SPD for consultation over the period 6th January 2021 to 
17th February 2021.  The report was then updated to consider consultation 
responses and post-consultation changes to the Development Brief.  The 
SA Report was subsequently finalised in June 2021 and the findings of this 
report were fed back to Buckinghamshire Council. 

2.3 The above serves to demonstrate that the SA process has been carried out 
iteratively and has informed the development of the Development Brief at key 
stages.  The SA process primarily influenced the Development Brief through the 
development and appraisal of alternatives and the draft Development Brief as a 
whole, as detailed in the SA Report (July 2020) and the updated SA Report 
(June 2021).   



SA of the Hollands Farm Development Brief SPD    SA Adoption Statement 
   

 

 
Prepared for:  Buckinghamshire Council   
 

AECOM 
4 

 

3. Consultation responses and how 
they have been considered 

3.1 This chapter describes how the opinions expressed by the public and 
consultation bodies during consultation on the Development Brief SPD and the 
SA were considered.   

3.2 Two consultations were undertaken as follows: 

• Consultation on the SA Scoping Report (May 2020) with statutory 
consultees, Natural England, Historic England, and the Environment 
Agency.  Consultation was undertaken by AECOM over the period 26th May 
2020 to 20th June 2020. 

• Consultation on the draft Hollands Farm Development Brief SPD and 
accompanying SA Report (July 2020) was undertaken over the period 6th 
January 2021 to 17th February 2021 with the statutory consultees (as 
above), other key stakeholders and the public. 

Consultation on the SA Scoping Report 

3.3 The SEA Regulations require that “when deciding on the scope and level of 
detail of the information that must be included in the report, the responsible 
authority shall consult the consultation bodies”. In England, the consultation 
bodies are the Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England.2 

3.4 As such, the SA Scoping Report for the Hollands Farm Development Brief SPD 
was released to these authorities for consultation between the period 26th May 
2020 to 20th June 2020. 

3.5 Responses were received from Natural England and Historic England with 
minor suggestions for additional policy context references and key issues text.  
This resulted in some minor amendments to the proposed SA framework 
(namely the supporting assessment questions).  The consultation responses 
received, and updated scoping information, are presented in Appendix II of the 
finalised SA Report (June 2021). 

Consultation on the SA Report 
3.6 The responses received following public consultation on the draft Hollands 

Farm Development Brief SPD and accompanying SA Report (July 2020) are 
detailed within the Council ‘Hollands Farm Statement of Consultation’ (August 
2021).3 

3.7 Detailed responses were provided to all SA related comments received during 
consultation, and these are provided in Appendix C of the Statement of 

 
2 In line with Article 6(3) of the SEA Directive, these consultation bodies were selected “by reason of their specific 
environmental responsibilities, [they] are likely to be concerned by the environmental effects of implementing plans and 
programmes’. 
3 Buckinghamshire Council (2021) BE2 Hollands Farm Development Brief Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 
Consultation Statement [online] available at: https://buckinghamshire-gov-uk.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/Hollands-Farm-
Statement-of-Consultation.pdf  

https://buckinghamshire-gov-uk.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/Hollands-Farm-Statement-of-Consultation.pdf
https://buckinghamshire-gov-uk.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/Hollands-Farm-Statement-of-Consultation.pdf
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Consultation.  Appendix C serves to highlight where subsequent changes were 
also made in the finalised SA Report (June 2021). 

3.8 The consideration of all responses (alongside updates to the Development Brief 
itself following consultation) are reflected in the updated SA Report (June 
2021).    
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4. Monitoring 

4.1 This chapter describes the proposed monitoring process. 

4.2 The SEA Regulations require that: “The responsible authority shall monitor the 
significant environmental effects of the implementation of each plan or 
programme with the purpose of identifying unforeseen adverse effects at an 
early stage and being able to undertake appropriate remedial action.” 

4.3 The Regulations also state that the SEA should set out “…the measures that 
are to be taken to monitor the significant environmental effects of the 
implementation of the plan or programme.” 

4.4 The purpose of monitoring is to measure the significant sustainability effects of 
a plan, as well as to measure success against the plan’s objectives.  This will 
enable appropriate interventions to be undertaken if monitoring highlights 
negative trends relating to the relevant elements.   It is therefore beneficial if the 
monitoring strategy builds on monitoring systems which are already in place. 

4.5 Based on the findings of the SA, which predicted no significant negative effects; 
no specific monitoring measures have been proposed.  It is anticipated that 
monitoring of general sustainability indicators will be undertaken by 
Buckinghamshire Council as part of the process of preparing its Annual 
Monitoring Report (AMR).   
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5. Conclusions on the SA process 

5.1 This SA Adoption Statement is the final step in the SA process.  It demonstrates 
that a robust and iterative SA process has been progressed alongside the 
development of the Hollands Farm Development Brief SPD.  Appraisal findings 
have fed into decision-making at key stages, with two iterations of the SA 
Report made available to Buckinghamshire Council.  The development of the 
SA has also been informed by consultation with statutory consultees and the 
wider public.  Any representations received were considered and informed 
subsequent stages of the SA process.  The expectations in relation to 
monitoring have also been outlined in Chapter 4. 
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